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The perceptions about children in China and Japan:

—— comparison among Japanese and Chinese child-care workers and parents ——
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Abstract

In both China and Japan, most of younger children go to preschool. As the result, not only parents but also child-care workers
play the key role in the children’s development. The purpose of this study is to investigate the perceptions of Chinese and Japanese
child-care workers and parents about children. The questionnaire survey involved Chinese child-care workers (N=99), parents (N=401),
Japanese child-care workers (N=120), parents (N=861). The results of the survey may be summarized into the following three points:

1) As to the type of children the parents and the child-care workers want children to grow up to, the degree that Japanese parents
hoped their children’s independent was lower.

2) As for why parents want to send their children to kindergarten, Chinese parents placed their hope on their children to learn to live
with others as well as acquire knowledge. This is beyond Chinese child-care workers’ expectations;

3) When the children got involved in conflicts, the degree that Chinese parents selected taking away their children among options
was higher.

A linkage between the way to intervene conflicts and the perception about children was discussed.
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