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Internet Use and Leaning to the Right among College Students:

Ideologies and Racism against Zainichi Koreans

BB WE OEE - MR
Fumiaki TAKA, Yuri AMEMIYA and Shinkichi SUGIMORI

FRCOHAE I

Abstract

Recently, in Japan, prejudicial, reactionary, and conservative behaviors on the Internet, such as net uyoku (“Net right” or
Internet right-wingers), have become a severe social problem. This article investigates the underlying characteristics of the
right-wing and prejudicial tendencies of those who are exposed to the Internet. College students who spend more time on the
Internet have a high level of old-fashioned and modern racism toward Zainichi Koreans (McConahay, 1986; Taka, 2013;
Taka & Amemiya, 2013) and tend to exhibit stronger social dominance orientation (Pratto, Sidanius, Stallworth, & Malle,
1994) but do not show a high level of right-wing authoritarianism (Altemeyer, 1996) and low level of feeling thermometer.
SEM analysis revealed that exposure to the Internet are significantly related to higher level of social dominance orientation,
have significant effect on modern racism, and have marginally significant effect on old-fashioned racism. Reading
newspapers is marginally related to right-wing authoritarianism. Their degree of exposure to traditional media (i.e.,

television and newspapers) is not related to racism and social dominance orientation.

Keywords: Social Dominance Orientation, Right-Wing Authoritarianism, Ethnic Prejudice, Modern Racism, Old-fashioned

Racism
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