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Rough Sketch of the Doom of Psychoanalysis in Russia in the Early 20th Century

Mitsuru KOKUBUN

Education and Developmental Science for Individuals with Special Needs*

The development of psychoanalysis in Russia was traced during the early part of the 20 century, mainly based
on the study of Lobner and Levitin (1978), supplemented with the reports of Luria (1925) and others. Before the
Revolution (in the closing days of Tsarist Russia), psychoanalysis had already beenl fairly well received. The first
psychoanalytic society was organized in 1909. The movement of psychoanalysis in Russia was briefly interrupted
by the 1st World War and the Revolution. Following the civil war caused by the Revolution, the psychoanalytic
movement in Soviet Russia again became active and much more influential. The psychoanolytic society was re-
organized with cosiderable governmental support and a national institute was established in 1922. The institute
was deeply concerned with the problems of education and child development. But by in the middle of the 1920s,
psychoanalysis came under severe criticism because of its anti-Marxism, and by the end of the 20s

psychoanalysis in Soviet Russia had disappeared.
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