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ABSTRACT

"Mid-Career Crisis" and Teacher's Development in Japanese School

Overseas

Kotaro Takagi*

The purpose of this article is to depict an outline of the idea that teacher's developmental change in
Japanese school overseas can be analyzed as overcoming of their "mid-career crisis." In Japan, according to
studies on life histories of teachers, many mid-career teachers undergo a conflict between socialization and
stabilization in their teaching. The more they become skillful in teaching and responsible in school
administration, the more their teaching styles become routine. To the contrary, in Japanese school overseas,
teachers are always required flexible and dialogical styles of teaching and administration. This means that
teaching in Japanese school overseas is good chance for mid-career teachers to overcome their "crisis." By
meeting colleagues who have improvisational styles of teaching, mid-career teachers begin to reflect their
own styles of teaching and reconstruct their teaching skill.

*Center fot the Education of Children Overseas, Tokyo Gakugei University



